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CHAP.   IIL

0"F COLORIFIC. ACIDS,

UNDER the name of colorific acids (till some more ap-
propriate appellation occur), I include three substances^
which possess such analogous properties that they
ought to be classed.together..; As chemical bodies, they
are all applied to nearly the same purposes ; namely,
to detect the presence of metallic bodies, and to separata
them from other substances. They act with great energy
upon the metallic solutions, and at the same time preci-
pitate them in powders remarkable for the intensity
and variety of their colours. It was this circumstance
that induced me to apply to them the epithet colorific.
Two of these bodies, namely,prussic and gallic acids,
have been long considered as acids by chemists; though
tbe second does not seem capable of neutralizing alka-
lies, and therefore is scarcely entitled to the name. A
third of them, sulphur eh d hydrogen, has been shown by
Berthollet to act as an acid ; but the compounds which
it forms with alkalies are only transient. Its import-
ance depends upon the energy with which it acts
upon metallic bodies. Along with these three acids I
class a fourth substance, tannin, which, though not
an acid^ is applied to the same purposes as the other